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Letter Template - Elected Official 

Note:

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), on average 5% to 20% of the US population will suffer from influenza this year.1 To calculate the impact on your area, first you’ll need to find out the population of your area. You can find city and county census information for your area by going to http://www.factfinder.census.gov/. Once you’ve determined the population for your area, multiply your community’s population by 5% and again by 20%. Those figures will give a range of the average number of area residents who will suffer from influenza this year. In the body copy, insert “Between ___ and ___ [insert city or county] area residents will suffer from influenza in an average year.”

ARE YOUR CONSTITUENTS PROTECTED AGAINST INFLUENZA? ENCOURAGE  IMMUNIZATION IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

[insert date] 

Dear [insert contact name of specific elected official]:

With the influenza or “flu” season upon us, many residents in our community and surrounding areas should be scheduling their annual influenza immunization.  As part of the American Lung Association’s Faces of Influenza multiyear national public awareness initiative, [insert local Lung Association or partner organization] would like to assist you in helping community members put a “face” on this serious disease and highlighting the necessity of immunization as an important preventive health measure to protect themselves and their children every year.  

In collaboration with sanofi pasteur, the 2009-2010 Faces of Influenza initiative urges [insert city or county] area residents to see themselves among the “faces” featured in the campaign and to seek influenza prevention. These “faces” include people who fall into one or more of the high-risk groups recommended for annual immunization by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  The “faces” include Hollywood actors, well-known athletes, national public health officials, and everyday “faces” who have experienced personal tragedies from this disease, emphasizing the fact that anyone could be a face of influenza, including children.

As you may know, influenza and its complications can be very serious.  On average, 36,000 Americans die and more than 226,000 people are hospitalized each year.2  Between [insert figure] and [insert figure] [insert city or county] area residents will suffer from influenza in an average year.

Vaccination is a safe and effective way to prevent influenza and its complications. Vaccination typically begins in October and can continue through March. In most seasons, influenza virus activity doesn’t peak until February or March.1
The CDC recommends that anyone who wishes to reduce their risk of contracting influenza; children 6 months-18 years of age; adults over 50 years of age; pregnant women; and anyone with chronic health conditions, such as asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), heart disease, and diabetes, receive an annual influenza immunization. The CDC also recommends annual immunization for caregivers and household contacts of these high-risk groups; such as relatives and health-care providers.2 That’s more than 4 out of 5 people in the US.2,3 Unfortunately, on average, fewer than half of the recommended individuals actually get immunized each year.

(Optional paragraph: To help increase immunization rates in our community, [insert local Lung Association or partner organization] [insert specific local event or activity information, if applicable to aging population].  Please see event materials section of tool kit for information on suggested activities in your area.) 

A helpful resource to learn more about the seriousness of influenza and the benefits of vaccination is the Faces of Influenza Web site, www.facesofinfluenza.org.  It includes numerous influenza and immunization resources (ie, informative posters, consumer brochures, and fact sheets) that can be downloaded and used in various government buildings.  These materials can serve as a reminder to people who have not been immunized that vaccination is beneficial and recommended.  

The Web site also features the Faces of Influenza Portrait Gallery, an exhibition of dramatic black-and-white photographs and personal stories featuring celebrities and everyday people who fall into one or more of the groups recommended for immunization by the CDC.

In addition, the American Lung Association’s Flu Clinic Locator is available on the site.  This online database is designed to help residents find local vaccination clinics throughout the influenza season.  

Thank you in advance for helping to raise awareness about influenza and encouraging influenza prevention in our community.  

Sincerely,

[Insert local Lung Association or partner organization contact name]

[Insert contact information, including telephone number, and e-mail address] 
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