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E-mail Template

Make an Appointment to Get an Influenza Immunization

Note: 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), on average 5% to 20% of the US population will suffer from influenza this year.1  To calculate the impact on your area, first you’ll need to find out the population of your area.  You can find city and county census information for your area by going to http://www.factfinder.census.gov/.  Once you’ve determined the population for your area, multiply your community’s population by 5% and again by 20%.  Those figures will give a range of the average number of area residents who will suffer from influenza this year.  In the body copy, insert “Between ___ and ___ [insert city or county] area residents will suffer from influenza in an average year.”

Reference: 1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Prevention and control of influenza: recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 2008. http://www.cdc.gov/ mmwr/pdf/rr/rr57e717.pdf. Accessed May 1, 2009.
Dear [insert name of reporter or producer]:
We all know someone who is a “face” of influenza.  Chances are many of your [insert readers, viewers, or listeners] are among the nearly 250 million people in the US (more than 4 out of every 5 people) who fall into one of the groups recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to receive an annual influenza vaccination.

Too often, many people assume that influenza is the same as the common cold, but in fact, it is a serious respiratory illness.  On average, 36,000 Americans die and approximately 226,000 are hospitalized due to influenza and its complications each year.  Vaccination is a safe and effective way to prevent influenza and its complications.

As influenza season may begin as early as October, now is the time to remind [insert city or county] area residents about the true seriousness of influenza and the importance of annual immunization.  Locally, between [insert figure] and [insert figure] [insert city or county] area residents will suffer from influenza in an average year.  

This year, in conjunction with the American Lung Association’s Faces of Influenza national educational campaign, [insert local Lung Association or partner organization] is making influenza immunization in the [insert city or county] area a top health priority and encouraging residents to see themselves as a “face” of influenza and to get immunized.

The Faces of Influenza initiative is designed to help Americans put a “face” on this serious disease and to emphasize the need for annual immunization through the influenza stories of well-known celebrities, sports athletes and everyday people affected by the disease.  

A helpful resource to include in your potential piece is the Faces of Influenza Web site, www.facesofinfluenza.org.  Along with influenza and immunization resources, the site includes the American Lung Association’s Flu Clinic Locator, an online database designed to help residents find local vaccination clinics throughout the influenza season.  

I will call you shortly to discuss these issues further. In the meantime, if you have any questions or would like assistance in arranging an interview with a local health expert or a local American Lung Association representative, please contact me at [insert telephone number and e-mail address]. 
Sincerely,

[INSERT SIGNATURE]

[INSERT NAME]
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